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Joseph Wirth, former Chancellor of the Reich, was born in
Fribourg, Bripgau, in 1879. Studied mathematics and was professor
at the Lycie in Fribourg.

Became active in the ranks of the Central Catholic Party at
the beginning of the century. Was elected to the Reichstag in 1911
for the district of Offenburg in Baden.

. After the war of 1914 he was Minister of Finance in the first
republican government of Baden, and member of the Weimar National
Assembly. Succeeded his friend Ercherger as Minieter of Finance of
the ReiCh in 1921. After the London ultimatum, toward the end of
1921, be formed the government of fulfilment, that is to say fulfil-
ment of the term of the Versailles Treaty. Chancellor of the Reich
from 1921 to 1922, he presided over a coalition or Social Democrat,
Democrat and Catholic Center parties. Overthrown by the Social
Democrats in the month of November 1922 because he wanted to enlarge
the coalition. After the assassination of his Minister of Foreign
Affairs, Dr. Rathenan, he delivered the well-known speech which ended
with these words - "The enemy is the right wing."

Leader of the opposition against passive resistance in 1923,
he advocated franco-German rapprochement and made a number of tripe
to Paris where he had several conferences with Poincari, Hriand and
other eminent Freloheen. Leader of the left wing of the Catholic
Center Party, he opposed the collaboration of his party with the
parties of the right and in 1926 created the Republican Union, an
organisation having as its sin the favoring of collaboration among
the republican parties, particularly the Catholics and the Social
Democrats.

Minister of the Interior in 1930 in Bruenines cabinet. Forced
by President Hindenburg to resign because of hi p anti-last and anti-
nationalistic policy.

After the arrival of the Nazis to power, he left the Reich
In the month of April, 1933. Be then lived in Vienne , Paris, and in
Switserland, made many trips in the interest of the policy of collective
security, particularly to the Vatioan, to Poland, and to the United
States. During all that time he collaborated with the French Ministry
of Foreign Affairs which facilitated his trips. Be interested hisser
particularly in the defense of Austrian independence against the
Radii and escaped being caught by the German army of occupation in
Vienna.

Since the beginning of the war he has been living in Lucerne,
Switserland, and he has tried to help the Allied cause by furnishing
them with information which he received from his old friends in Germany.
As former leader of the left wing of the Catholic Center Party he no
doubt retained many sympathisers in Social Catholicism circles in
Germany, as well as in certain circles of the working class.
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